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together at all to lifelong misery and bondage* Never-
theless, it acts also as a great deterrent upon those who
may wish to put away their wives on the flimsiest of pre-
texts* The institution of matrimony is no trifling matter
to be toyed about or discarded at pleasure, but one which
is to be guarded as jealously as possible* Humanity
being still imperfect, married life cannot be one long
unbroken path of roses and no thorns* A Chinese marriage
may not be ideal; nevertheless, the man and wife must
grow to love each other, just as we must appreciate the
rain none the less for its occasional untimely downpours*

In the West, matrimony is a matter of free will* If a
couple find out after marriage that they are unsuited to
each other, they can dissolve the marriage by mutual
consent* For if life is uncongenial with one partner,
it may be perhaps more congenial with a new companion*
Therefore, you have separations and divorces, and these
cannot but detract greatly from the sanctity of matrimony.

In a future chapter on social problems we will return
to the subject of divorces; here it is noted to show the
contrast between the incidents of Chinese and Western
marriages*

Of course, the Chinese marriage system is not entirely
defensible. It has its defects as well as its virtues* For
however much individual wishes are to be subserved to
the interests of a family, it will undoubtedly contribute
to the greater happiness of family life, if the wishes of
the people directly concerned are taken more into con-
sideration* Moreover, the society in China to-day is
rapidly going through a veritable metamorphosis, and
old customs are gradually coming to be regarded as so